Paula’s
ponderings
I’m continuing my series of articles on
Methodist apportionments. Last month I told
you that our apportionments are simply St.
Mark’s fair share of the expenses of our
denomination, and I explained how the amount
we’re apportioned each year is figured. This
month, I’ll describe the different funds our
apportionments from General Conference are
divided into. These are the funds that all UM
churches worldwide support.
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The World Service Fund makes the United Methodist Church’s worldwide outreach possible. Through it, the UMC is forming leaders, sharing God’s love, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ, feeding the
hungry, healing the sick, fighting oppression, and ministering to all the
world in Jesus’ name. This fund is the essential core of the outreach
ministry of the UMC, and the largest recipient of our apportioned money. Our apportioned amount for 2019 for this fund is $2,375.

The Ministerial Education Fund provides funding for the 13 United
Methodist seminaries in the United States, including St. Paul School of
Theology (my alma mater) located in the Kansas City area. It also provides scholarships for those seeking to answer God’s call into the ministry, programs to help people discern and respond to a call into ordained ministry,
and continuing education opportunities for clergy. St. Mark’s apportioned amount for this fund is $802.
The Episcopal Fund has nothing to do with the Episcopal Church and everything to do with United Methodist
bishops. The word “episcopal” is from the Greek word for church overseer or one who sees that the work being
done by others is being done properly. That’s exactly what the bishops in the UMC do. In addition, they appoint
pastors to their churches, provide leadership and support to the conferences they serve, and encourage world
secular leaders to incorporate faith in their decision-making. The bishops are the face of the UMC around the
world. This fund pays their salaries, covers their office, travel, and business expenses, and provides their pension and health care coverage. In 2019, $703 of our apportionments go into this fund.
The Black College Fund helps to support the 11 United
Methodist-related historically Black colleges throughout the
United States. At the end of the Civil War, the former
Methodist Episcopal Church organized the Freedman’s Aid
Society to help educate the newly freed slaves. Between
1866 and 1882, the Society established more than 70
schools, including the 11 colleges and universities we support
today. These schools are committed to academic excellence
based on the Christian perspective of community service and
social responsibility. We pay $320 to this fund.

The Interdenominational Cooperation Fund supports, as
its name suggests, cooperation among the various Christian
denominations in mission to the world. We acknowledge
that we are but a small part of the worldwide Christian
Church. Through this fund we foster communication with all
Christian churches, joining together to witness to a common
Christian faith, meet human suffering, and advocate for
peace and justice all over the world. St. Mark’s fair share of
this fund is $63.

The Africa University Fund supports the only
United Methodist-related, degree-granting university on the continent of Africa. Students from 21
countries across the continent attend to receive
excellent higher education enriched with Christian
values. We support this fund with $72 of our apportionments.

The General Administration Fund finances general church activities that are
administrative in nature, rather than program-related. This fund underwrites the
costs of General Conference, the gathering of delegates worldwide every 4 years
which acts as the legislative branch of our denomination, setting policy and
changing our Discipline as needed. The General Administration Fund also pays
for the day-to-day costs of the United Methodist Church as well as legal counsel
and accountability functions. This fund ensures the integrity and the long-term
effectiveness of the ministry of the United Methodist Church. We pay $282 into
this fund.

The Jurisdictional Conference Fund supports the South-Central Jurisdiction which encompasses the
states of Missouri, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, and New Mexico. Our
apportioned amount of $153 funds their offices as well as supporting Lydia Patterson Institute, a school
mostly for Hispanic students in El Paso, Texas, and Southern Methodist University.
Next month we’ll take a look at the funds supported by our Missouri Annual Conference apportionments.

Blessings,
Pastor Paula
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Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which have
the potential to turn a life around.
Leo Buscaglia

Phone Prayer Chain
Pat Townsend has put together a
phone call prayer chain. If you
know of a member going to the
hospital, have a need, a
concern, or a joy, please call
someone on the following list,
starting at the top if possible.
Call anytime, day or night. If
the person you call is not at
home, leave a message or call
the next person on the list.
(All Numbers—Area Code 816
unless noted)

Pat Townsend —–373-3915

225-9459

Chris Pauley—–— 571-3922

Rosemary Garten - 427-5725 519-8500

Gayle Elliott———257-9655

Carol Marcks———-427-5725

Arleta Cahill ——-600-6203

560-5627

Flora Costanza—914-8034

Marilin Berry —– 796-5789

Sandy Bower ——373-5603

Lucille Bolen —– 560-5131

Anna Inman ——-660-232-1221

Mary Branstad —796-9659 868-3752

Jackie McMenemy —-461-7577

Ann Fiene —–

257-5214

Jackie Leffingwell - 257- 1123
Linda Roberts— 650-5131 853-3398
Carol Buhrle ——796-3630 225-8174
Shirley Weaver——461-9224 716-1184

If you have an emergency, know of someone in the hospital, have a joy or concern, and would like to
have the entire church know, please contact the church office (257-1812) to get your message out. If the
office is closed, contact James Brison at 836-2595.

Adkisson’s family

Gilberto Ortiz

Ruth Amos

Pastor Paula & family

Ronnice Bevan

Janice & Ken Ransbottom

Tom Black

Donna Rodgers

Sandy Bowers

Richard Schrieber

Bob & Kelly Burhle

Robert Stevinson

Keith Cam

Wendy Watson

Dustin Khan

Keeron Ward

Darrel Joseph

Shirley Weaver’s daughter Barbara

Penny Hutten

Weaver family

Daniel Inbody (13yr/old open heart surgery)

Debra Wright

The Maurice family

Dolores Wiesmann

Mike
Connie Meirieer

Our country, church & military.

Calico Cut–ups
Annual Quilt show
at Salvation Army

Feb 08, 2019 & Feb
09, 2019
Free Admission
10-4pm Both days

Sean & Tammy McMenemy (safe travels)
Jackie McMenemy
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Super Bowl Sunday
Communion

February 3rd

Interrelated Gifts, Being Needy Amy Armstrong Preaching

3164 W&S

Boy Scouts
Sunday

February 10th
Carol Buhrle Preaching

Dangerous Prayers
“Search Me”

February 17th
Psalm 139:23-24

“ Change Me “

February 24th
John 5:3-6

Sunday Schedule
9:00 am Sunday School
“We love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).
John finishes chapter 4 with, “And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves
God must also love their brother and sister” (1 John 4:21, NIV). In that command, I hear
echoes of a prayer that Jesus prayed — a prayer John must have heard. In the presence
of His disciples, Jesus prayed for all believers, including you and me: “I in them and you

10:00 am Worship
10:00 am KidVenture

in me — so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that
you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me” (John 17:23, NIV).

•

We ask all who worship with us to fill out the Connect Card found in
this worship folder. Please place the card in the offering basket.

•

Yearly giving statements are available at the back of the sanctuary.

•

Servant sign-ups You'll find clipboards with sign-up sheets for greeters, ushers, communion servers, communion preparers, and scripture
readers for 2019. If you want to serve St. Mark's in one of these ways,
be sure to sign up this Sunday because openings are filling up fast!
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Happy Valentines Day 2019
Valentine's Day, also known as Saint Valentines's Day, originated as a church holiday on February 14th to honor martyrs
of the faith - saints whose names were Valentine or Valentinus. It is believed that the first heart valentine note was sent
by a Valentine who was in prison for a girl he loved. Valentines notes have been recorded for as far back as the Middle
ages. While the meaning and celebrations of Valentine's Day has changed, it has remained as a special day to shower
with love those we hold close.
Valentine's day can create a variety of emotions for different people. For some it creates great satisfaction celebrating the
love you have between you, your spouse, and your friends & family. For others it can cause feelings of loneliness. Whether you are single or in a relationship, let these Bible verses encourage you to celebrate, for God has unconditional and
indescribable love for us. No matter your age or stage in life, Valentine's Day can be celebrated because of God's great
love.
1 John 4:8
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Colossians 3:14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in
perfect unity.
perfect unity.
John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
Genesis 29:20 So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few
days to him because of his love for her.
Psalm 37:4 Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Bread of Life Food
Pa n t ry
OPEN Tuesday & Thursday 9-Noon.
The idea is simple. We take new or gently-used, donated
clothes and distribute them to people in need. There is no
application process - as long as we have clothes, they go
to any one that needs them. No matter where you live.
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!!

If you would like to make an appointment, please call the office at 257-1812.
Donations of non-perishable food items,
personal care items, and monetary

Community Clothes
Closet News At St. Mark’s
Church
The Community Clothes Closet is a unique non-profit assisting those
in need in Independence, Mo. The CCC's general shopping floor
provides clothing and accessories for men, women, and children.
Various programs also help our shoppers during other events in life;
the birth of a new baby, the first day of school, a wedding, or an
interview for a new job.
The mission of the Community Clothes Closet is to provide free
clothing and opportunities for our clients to improve their lives. Our
shoppers can shop knowing that the CCC won't charge, and they
can save their money to use for other living expenses. Also provides
the opportunity for new job seekers and new job starters to shop for
career clothing, giving them a chance to change their situation.

donations are needed.
www.facebook.com/breadoflifestumc

Donation Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm
Shopping Hours:

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before
you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a
prophet to the nations.” Jeremiah 1:5 (NIV

Tuesday & Thursday 9-12
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February Servant List 2018
Ver y thankful ~ for ser vants at St. Mark’s!
Rebecca Clark & Hieldi Maurice

Greeters/Ushers
Scripture Readers

Mary Morris
Craig & Lucille Bolen

Communion Preparer
Communion Servers

Carol M., Rosemary G., & Lucille B.

Money Counter
Newsletter Helper

Rosemary G. & Carol M.
Asia Townsend

S c o u t s at S t. M a r k ’ s C h u rc h
Boy Scouts ~Meet~ 7pm Monday’s
Cub Scouts ~Meet~ 7pm Tuesday’s
Girl Scouts ~Meet~ Monday’s 6-7pm
Tuesday’s 6-7:30
every other week

Wednesday’s 6pm-8pm

D o m i n o s C lu b At S t. M a r k ’ s
T u e s days 1 - 4 p m

Please join us for an Indian Taco dinner put on by the United Methodist
Men's group . Five dollars, carry out, is
available!
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CONNECT
to God
to the World
Saint Mark’s United Methodist Church
603 North Jennings Road
Independence, Missouri 64056
Phone: 816-257-1812, FAX 816-257-5438
Email: stmarksumc.umc@att.net

**********
Staff
9th
19th

Darlene Clark
Rev. William Yaeger

20th

Tamara Costanza

25th

Sherri Bradshaw

Rev. Paula Smith: Pastor
Rev. Amy Armstrong: Associate Pastor
Heather Sturat Admin. Assistant
Greg Price: Organist/Pianist

Nursery Supervisor: TBA
If you have a February birthday not listed here or you have a
correction, please contact the church office at 257-1812 or e-mail
us:

Rebecca Brison: Custodian
Chris Yaeger: Choir Director

stmarkskc.umc@gmail.com
Visit us on the web:
www.stmumc.net

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church Mission Statement:
Making disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of our community and the world.
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